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t he leg i s l a t i v e bo d y and I per s o na l l y f e e l t h a t we should
increase it from the average $75, probably to three to four
hundred dollars. But we could box ourselves in a corner if
the Legislature decides towards t h e wa n i ng days of t he
session instead of having a broad base expansion l ike 712
would do, w e may have a real tight budget, and because of
that, we may be in the position where we are going to have
to make some drastic cuts. And this is one thing that the
public hasn't had yet, t hey h a ven' t r ece i v e d t he $ 7 5
a verage, which w ould be a n average, so t h ey wouldn't miss
it. It does require 18 to 19 million dollars and would be
one area th at w e shou l d h a ve out there, an option for a
budget reduction towards the tail end. If we do recall and
put 210 out, I would ask the Speaker to not place it on the
agenda on General File right away or bring it up, to let it
sit there until at least almost the first part of May to see
what the body decides to do on 712 and other issues. With
that, I would like to have, hopefully, 29 other votes beside
myself t o p l ace 210 on General F i l e .

PRESIDENT: S e nator J ohnson.

SENATOR V. JO HNSON: Mr. President and members of t he
Legisla t u re , I t hi nk t h i s i s an important vote this morning
because t h i s v ot e really represents the harbinger , t he
robin, the first robin of the springtime, so to sp e ak ,
regarding the i s sue much discussed and little rectified of
property tax relief. The Revenue Committee k il l e d LB 210
which i s t he bi l l t ha t would repeal the general homestead
provision that we adopted a y ea r ago t o a l l ow every
homeowner in our state an exemption of the first $3,000 of
valuation of the home from the property tax and w;:: figured
that that exemption was worth about $75 per homeowner. Now
that homestead exemption wi l l cost the state about
$18 mil l i o n an d i t i s m o ney we simply have to appropriate
this time around to fund that homestead exemption. The
Governor opposes that homestead exemption. H e opposes i t
b ecause he doesn' t w ant u s t o appropriat e $ 1 8 mi l l i o n . The
Appropriations Committee in its tentative budget has opposed
the homestead exemption because the Appropriations Committee
does no t wan t u s t o appropr i a t e $ 18 mi l l i o n f o r pr ope r t y
relief, property tax relief, when there a re ot he r wor t h y
items out there such as the University of Nebraska fu n ding
a nd such as pay r a i s e s f o r state employees. Now I like the
University of Nebraska and I like state employees but I have
got trouble in River City in terms of property t axes. I
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